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  A blend of mountain lifestyle and cosmopolitan 

culture, Grenoble stands out from other cities in 

France and Europe for its close proximity to the Alpine 

chains of the Chartreuse, Vercors, Belledonne, and 

Ecrins mountains. Its high achievements in economics, 

academics, innovation, and technology also set it 

apart. A first-rate destination for business and scientific 

events, Grenoble offers event planners made-to-measure 

quality support that lives up to the city’s standards, with 

attractive, original and outstanding possibilities.

Fabrice HUGELÉ,  
Vice-president in charge of territorial economy, 
industry, tourism, and attraction, and president  
of the Tourism Office. 
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1st MOST ATTRACTIVE 

French city 
FOR STUDENTS
L’Étudiant mag, 2016

More than 65,000  
students including  
9,000 FOREIGNERS
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GRENOBLE-ALPS METROPOLE

GRENOBLE-ALPS METROPOLE AN 
INTERNATIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC 

METROPOLE 450 000 INHABITANTS

DIGITAL  
GRENOBLE 
Métropole  
French Tech

4 COMPETITIVE CENTERS:  
Minalogic, Lyon Biopôle, Tenerrdis, Axelera

The world’s 5TH
 most 

inventive city 
Forbes ranking, 2013

23 500  
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
RESEARCHERS

5 major European 
instruments: 

3rd European 
city
(cities from 100 000  
to 350 000 inhabitants)  
FOR ATTRACTIVENESS 
STRATEGY FOR FOREIGN 
INVESTORS  
Financial Times ranking, 2016 

8 NATIONAL RESEARCH 
ORGANIZATIONS, 

including CEA, the world’s 
most innovative research 
institution  
REUTERS RANKING, 2016

2nd
 FRENCH 

REGIONAL  
RESEARCH 
CENTER
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 _

Located just outside Grenoble and the Oisans mountains, 

on the Route Napoleon, the Vizille chateau and estate  

is home to the Museum of the French Revolution.  

Its park is certified as a “Remarkable garden”

_ 

20 winter sports resorts are just a short drive from the city, 

including 4 Olympic ski resorts

_

This exceptional setting is perfect  

for outdoor activities all year round

 PART 1.  
LIFE
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THE FIRST THING YOU NOTICE WHEN YOU 
ARRIVE IN GRENOBLE IS THE EXCEPTIONAL 
LANDSCAPE 

At the heart of the Vercors, Belledone, 
Chartreuse, and Oisans mountains, the 
Grenoble-Alps Metropole offers a wide 
variety of outdoor activities in both 
winter and summer. Lively and open to the 
world, the city cultivates its friendly and 
cosmopolitan atmosphere. 
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_

300 kilometers of bike paths

+44 % increase in bike  

use from 2002 to 2010

_

5 tram lines  

18% reduction in greenhouse gases 

from 2005 to 2012

_ 

One of the symbols of the city, the Bastille cable car was 

one of the first urban cable cars in the world, just behind 

those of Rio de Janeiro and Cape Town.  

It offers a breathtaking view of the Alps, all the way to  

the Mont Blanc  

_ 

The Caserne de Bonne shopping center, which won  

the National Ecoquartier prize in 2009, was awarded the 

BREEAM Retail in Use environmental certification in 2015 

_

Unique and remarkable plant and animal life is protected 

in the Chartreuse, Vercors, and Ecrins nature parks
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_

The Grenoble Museum of 

Art is one of Europe’s  

most prestigious,  

thanks to its collections  

of ancient art,  

20th century art,  

and its important 

temporary exhibits.

  

_

The Chamrousse  

ski resport, at the top of 

the Belledonne mountains, 

is just 35 minutes from 

Grenoble 
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_

With more than 2 000 hours of sunlight 

per year, the many terraces, local farmers’ 

markets, and parks are always bustling 

with energy

_

More than 450 fine or traditional cuisine 

restaurants. Dauphinois potato gratin, 

Bleu du Vercors cheese, Grenoble walnuts, 

and the liqueur of the Chartreuse monks 

have made the culinary reputation of  

the area
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 PART 2.  
BUSI-
NESS

Built around the GIANT - Grenoble Innovation for 
Advanced New Technologies - international innovation 

campus, the Grenoble Presqu’île district brings  
together economic performance with academic  

and scientific activity
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 PART 2.  
BUSI-
NESS

THE GRENOBLE REGION, HOME OF EXCELLENCE 
AND INNOVATION 

For more than 150 years, the men and  
women of this area have created a unique 
system, built on close relationships 
between the university amphitheaters, 
company projects, research labs, and public 
establishments.  
Many successful projects were born, and 
this model continues to evolve.



14

/ Micro and nanotechnology

Grenoble is among the top 5 cities in the world for this sector, with more than 22,000 jobs in private 
companies and 3,000 researchers in public labs, including the CEA Tech. 
Over 15 years, nearly 12 billion euros have been invested in the sector. Why? To stay at the top of the 
world’s leading centers for semiconductors. 
Leading companies: ST Microelectronics, Soitec, E2v,Sofradir, Trixell, Thales…

/ Computing and software 

From intelligent systems to connected objects for a seamless world, major public and private 
research centers are leading the way. As a global competitor in digital technology, Minalogic helps its 
members boost their objectives, grow their project, accelerate innovation and spread their reach. 
More than 270 companies are members, 9 of 10 of which are small companies. 
The energy of the French Tech label is put into action in and around the city through Digital Grenoble.
This economic ecosystem employs more than 15,000 people.
Leading companies: HP, Atos/Bull, Capgemini/Sogeti, Xerox,Orange Labs, Oracle,  
Salesforce.com, Photoweb, Spartoo…

/ Health and medical technology

With a university hospital center on the cutting edge of fields like neurology and trauma, the 
presence of numbers public and private labs, the Grenoble area is perfectly poised to develop is 
health and medical technology sector. Globally competitive centers like LyonBiopole (vaccinations 
and diagnostics) and Clara (cancer research) lead the way in innovation. Medic@lps and I-Care 
accelerate the development of startups in the fields of health technology. This field of the future 
has created more than 3,200 jobs in 15 years.
Leading companies: bioMérieux, Roche Diagnostics France, BD, Fluoptics, Eveon,  
Synapcell, ARaymondlife…

EXCELLENCE IN ECONOMICS AND ACADEMICS

If Grenoble’s economy is so vibrant, it’s partially thanks 
to outstanding partnerships between public and private 
research labs, and leading companies in key sectors that 
are meeting the challenges of today’s economy.
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/ Energy

The arrival of 21 hydrogen-powered electric work vehicles in the city’s fleet sent a clear signal. 
The Tenerrdis competitive center, dedicated to the move towards sustainable energy, has already 
certified more than 250 projects carried out through partnerships between international groups, 
small companies, and labs. Smart Grid Campus, which encourages research into smart electric grids 
was certified Campus of Excellence. It’s also Grenoble that the group GE Renewable Energy chose to 
create its turbine research center. More than 10,000 people work in this sector.
Leading companies: Air Liquide, Schneider Electric, Atos Worldgrid, Symbio cell, GE, 
Alstom Hydro...  

/ Chemistry and the environment

South of the city, the Grenoble Chemical Park spreads over 130 hectares. This site is closely involved 
in the chlorine industry and is France’s only phosgene production site, a chemical used especially 
in the polymer industry. Even further south, the Jarrie chemical platform spreads over a hundred 
hectares. Here, they produce hydrogen peroxide, chlorine, bleach, lye, and more. 
The 2 century-old sites are home to 2,000 jobs. The region benefits strongly from its long tradition of 
expertise, combined with the Axelera competitive center and other research and training entities. This 
leads to the development of new applications for air quality, biomaterials, green chemistry, and more. 
Leading companies: Arkema, Air Liquide, Isochem, Novacid,Vencorex, RSA Rubis…

/ Metallurgy and mechanics

A tight network of small business subcontractors supports the big companies and adds to the 
diversity of Grenoble’s industries. The sector represents 8,000 jobs, and invests in cutting edge 
technology to increase productivity and attract bright employees. Technological platforms like 
Poudr’Innov and CRV Constellium contribute their know-how to innovative projects. In 2015, the 
Metropole launched a vast action plan in the sector with the competitive center ViaMeca and EDF  
to play its role in bringing the various companies together and encourage cross-company training.
Leading companies: Poma, Caterpillar, Ponticelli, CIC Orio, ECM Technologies,  
FAI Production, Bischoff & Pelloux, SGl CarbonTechnic…

Grenoble-Alps University: The university of innovation 
labeled “Excellence initiative” (IDEX)  

in July 2016
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Mountain Planet, the international mountain fair,  
is held every other year in Grenoble to take advantage  

of the mountains all the while respecting nature,  
whether it’s for sports, hiking, farming,  

or just contemplating the landscapes

 PART 3.  
M.I.C.E
MEETINGS, INCENTIVES,  
CONFERENCES AND EXHIBITIONS
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 PART 3.  
M.I.C.E
MEETINGS, INCENTIVES,  
CONFERENCES AND EXHIBITIONS

1 DEDICATED TEAM, 
1 customized advisory program 

“Grenoble Alps Metropole 

Welcomes You’

3 CONGRESS VENUES  

for events of up 

to 5,000 people

5,000 HOTEL ROOMS  
2,220 of which are in  

3 and 4 star establishments

1 100 000  NIGHTS/YEAR  

of hotel rooms booked (2015-2016) 

62,500 COMBINED DAYS 
OF CONFERENCES PER YEAR  
(2015-2016) 

86 CONGRESSES AND FAIRS  
(excluding congresses and salons), 

including 30 international events 

hosted each year

THE GRENOBLE 
METROPOLE, 
READY TO HOST 
YOUR EVENT



PARIS

LYON

GENÈVE

BRUXELLES

BERLIN

MILANO

TORINO

ROMA

BARCELONA

LONDON  

MADRID

MARSEILLE

GRENOBLE
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LYON SAINT-EXUPÉRY (LYS)  
just 1 hour from Grenoble

  France’s 3rd largest airport, 
with more than 115 direct 
destinations and 58 airlines

  Shuttles: 48 departures per day 
to and from Grenoble, from 4 AM 
to midnight

 www.lyonaeroports.com 

GRENOBLE-ISÈRE (GNB)  
just 45 minutes from Grenoble

 20 national and international 
destinations
 www.grenoble-airport.com

GENÈVE (GVA)  
just 1h30 from Grenoble

 More than 130 direct 
destinations and 55 airlines
 Shuttles: 6 daily shuttles  
to and from Grenoble
 www.gva.ch

GRENOBLE  PARIS just 3 hours by high-speed TGV train

A TGV station right in the middle of the city
 Up to 10 direct Grenoble-Paris round trips,
 with the Lyon Part-Dieu hub 1h15 away

A48 MOTORWAY

 Lyon > 1h

A49 MOTORWAY

 Valence > 1h 

 Marseille > 2h50 

 Montpellier > 2h50

A41 MOTORWAY

 Chambéry > 45 min 

 Annecy > 1h15

 Genève > 1h30 

 Turin > 2h50

At the crossroads of Switzerland and Italy, Grenoble-Alps Metropole sits in an ideal 
location at the heart of the French Alps, in the Auvergne-Rhone-Alps region,  

one of Europe’s most prosperous.

GETTING  
TO GRENOBLE

The station can be reached by foot or tram 
from the 3 main event venues: Alpexpo,  
World Trade Center et Maison Minatec.
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From the Alpexpo events center to the World Trade Center Congress hall and the Maison 
MINATEC, the city boasts venues adapted for events of all sizes.  

All of these sites are accessible by tram, near the city center, and offer stunning views 
of the surrounding mountains. 100% of congress venues and 90% of hotels  

in Grenoble are accessible by tram.

1 / SNCF train station 
2 /  World Trade Center 

Congress Hall
3 / Maison MINATEC

4 / GIANT
5 / University campus
6 / Alpexpo

7 / Polesud ice rink 
8 / Bastille
9 / Stade des Alpes stadium

10 / Grenoble Museum of Art
11 / MC2-National theater
12 /  Hexagone-National theater 

of arts & sciences 

12

3

6

4

7

5

8

9

10

VENUES  
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THE CONVENTION 
BUREAU                                                                                                            

/ Yves EXBRAYAT 
Director of the Tourism Office  
and Convention Bureau 

/ Sophie TOURNIGAND 
Project manager  

TEL.  +33 4 76 03 37 53 
MAIL  sophie.tournigand@grenoble-tourisme.com

/ Amadou ROUILLON 
In charge of promotion and development 

 TEL.  +33 4 76 03 37 56 
MAIL  amadou.rouillon@grenoble-tourisme.com

/ Christelle GIMENEZ  
Project manager 

TEL.  +33 4 56 52 38 36 
MAIL  christelle.gimenez@grenoble-tourisme.com

For more than 15 years, the Convention Bureau has had the vocation of:

 Promoting the Grenoble area in business tourism markets 

  Assisting professional events project leaders (congresses, colloquiums, conventions, 
seminars, etc.) in the preparation and organization of their events 

1 /  YOUR PARTNER FOR SUCCESS

Free of charge, we offer personalized help at each step  
of your event planning: 

 Feasibility studies

 Helping you put together your application file

 Creation of the specs for your event

 Broadcasting bids for tenders among our referenced service providers

 Managing accommodation requests (pre-assignment)

 Organizing reconnaissance visits

  Putting you in contact with service providers, institutions, and other important 
contacts

  Making all the tools you need available for promoting your event: visuals, films, welcome 
delegations, brochures, maps, press releases, social media, etc. 

 Accompanying your event, with a dedicated agent

2 /  SERVICES DEVELOPED WITH YOU IN MIND

THE TEAM 
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/ Grenoble-Alpes Métropole  
Welcomes you
We welcome your participants upon their arrival at the station 
or the airport, host an information point and brochures at 
your event, and a personalized welcome at major hotels, and 
promotion of your event on the Tourism Office and Metropole’s 
websites, social media, and in the press.

/ Business TAG,  
the transportation ticket for event delegates
Made for professional events with more than 50 people,  
the Business Tag pass offers unlimited access to the bus  
and tram network across the metropole, at a discounted price  
and for 1 to 7 days.

/ Tourism program and visits
The Tourism Office organizes visits to discover the city and 
surrounding area on themes like history, local heritage, sports, 
unique sites, and more, for your delegates or their partners. Your 
contact agent will put together a complete program to suit your 
desires and your budget.

/ Delegate gifts
Local treats that you can’t miss, coffee table books, goodies, 
and more. The Tourism Office Boutique offers a wide range of 
souvenirs of your stay in Grenoble and typically local goods that 
make perfect gifts for your delegates and VIPs. 
For events with more than 400 people, we can install a pop-up 
boutique directly at your venue.

lametro.fr

grenoble-tourisme.com

GRENOBLE-ALPES MÉTROPOLE

WELCOMES YOU !
5 th most inventive city  

in the world

US FORBES 2013

2 nd biggest reserch  
and university city  

in France

3 rd small european cities 
of the future  

for attracting foreign  
investment

FINANCIAL TIMES  
2016

2 nd most attractive French 
city for students
L’ÉTUDIANT MAGAZINE  

2014

z PRICES & SUCCESSES z z PRICES & SUCCESSES z z PRICES & SUCCESSES z z PRICES & SUCCESSES z 

- INNOVATION - - RESEARCH - - INVESTMENT - - CAMPUS -



22

The city boasts a wide range of accommodation arrangements for short-, mid- 
and long-term business stays. Right in the heart of the city and not far from the 
venues, our hotels and residences have the place to stay that you’re looking for. 
Your delegates are guaranteed a warm welcome. 
90% of Grenoble’s hotels are located near a tram stop. 

HOTEL CATEGORY NUMBER OF CHAMBERS NUMBER OF HOTELS

928 12

1292 27

1047 18

Other 579 16

Hotel residences 1156 16

TOTAL 5 002 89

HOTELS AND 
ACCOMMODATION
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Grenoble also offers a selection of original  
and unique venues for your events: the Bastille fort,  

the Pôle Sud ice rink, the Stade des Alpes stadium, the Summum 
concert hall, the Grenoble Museum of Art, the Saint Cecilia 

Convent, the Uriage Casino, the Sassenage Chateau,  
la Belle Electrique concert hall.  

Whether you’re looking for a classical,  
historic, or unusual setting, we have something for you.

GALA  
EVENTS
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CONVENTION CENTERS & 
EXHIBIT HALLS

ACCES

 Tram A
20 minutes from the city  
center. No tram changes 

 Direct access to  
the ring road  
Lyon > 1h15
Chambery > 45 min 
Geneva > 1h40 Several venues all in one place

Bring together and associate different types of events in a single 
place: plenary events, workshops, seminars, conventions, receptions, 
gala dinners, shows, exhibitions, and more. 

Built for the 1968 Winter Olympics by the architect Jean Prouvé, 
Alpexpo is Grenoble’s biggest event venue. 

Discover why Alpexpo is a veritable event complex with multiple 
arrangement possibilities. 

ALPEXPO
Alexandre REY 

Avenue d’Innsbruck CS 52408
38034 GRENOBLE Cedex 02

 Tél. 04 76 39 66 00
alexandre.rey@alpexpo.com 

www.alpexpo.com

1 /  ALPEXPO
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/ What makes Alpexpo unique?
 A team of experts to guide you through the different phases of your project

 Highly modular spaces that adapt to events of any size

  Recently renovated halls and conference rooms equipped with the latest in audio-visual 
equipment

  A powerful wifi connection throughout the entire venue. Up to 5,000 participants can connect 
at the Packaged or tailor-made services

/ 40 000 m2 of exhibit halls 

/ 3 000 seat plenary hall  

/ 2 600 parking spots

IN NUMBERS

500   pax 
1 000 pax 
3 000 pax

50 - 5 000   
pax

15 meeting  
rooms

50 - 3 000   
pax

Amphitheatre CocktailMeeting rooms Diner
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The thoroughly modern architecture of the building offers a superb 
view of the surrounding mountains and lets natural light flood in.

The Convention Center offers 2 500m² of floor space and all the  
latest equipment. The Atrium, a versatile 1200m² space is at the 
heart of your event and gives direct access to all of the center’s 
rooms: a 530-seat auditorium, and 12 rooms that can be adapted 
to suit your needs. The layout of the Convention Center and the 
presence of an on-site hotel makes for a comfortable venue for  
your delegates. 

CENTRE DE CONGRÈS  
DU WTC GRENOBLE 

5-7 place Robert Schuman, 
BP 1521, 38025, Grenoble Cedex 1

Tél. + 33 4 76 28 28 80 
congres@wtc-grenoble.com

www.congres-wtcgrenoble.com

ACCES

 TGV train and  
bus stations
Short walk from the train 
station and the shuttles 
from the airports

 Tram A & B
«Gares» and «Palais de 
justice» stations

 5 minutes from the 
highway : Lyon , Valence, 
Chambéry, Genève

2 /   GRENOBLE WORLD TRADE CENTER CONVENTION CENTER
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/ What makes WTC Convention center unique?

 Just outside the train station and near the city center

 A modern and natural-lit building with high-tech equipment

  12 modular rooms, 1 auditorium with 530 seats and HD projection equipment  
unlike any in Grenoble

  1 1200 m² multi-purpose area 

  Guidance at each step of your project, tailored services and solutions  
to make your event easier

Amphitheatre CocktailMeeting rooms Diner

270 pax 
350 pax 
530 pax

10 - 900   
pax

12 meeting  
rooms

10 - 650   
pax
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MAISON MINATEC
Emma BEILLEAU 

3, parvis Louis Néel
38054 Grenoble cedex 9

Tél. +33(0)4 38 78 03 09
events@minatec.org 

www.minatec.com

With 1300m² of modular space for events and an experienced team  
at your service, the Maison MINATEC offers all the facilities you need  
in a venue steeped in innovation and technology. 

What’s more, it’s right near the train station and tram stops.

From the meeting room to the 400-seat amphitheater to the 
reception and exhibit halls, the Maison MINATEC will match your 
needs.

ACCES
 TGV train and bus stations

Short walk from the TGV train 
station and airports shuttles

 Direct access to the 
highway:  
> Lyon-Valence-Marseille- 
Chambéry-Genève

  Tram B
“Cité Internationale” station

3 /   LA MAISON MINATEC
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/ What makes La Maison Minatec unique?

 A venue located at the heart of the scientific district

 Modular reception areas that enjoy natural lighting and top-quality equipment

 Personalized, à la carte services: Reception, dining, exhibits, gala event planning, etc. 

 A selection of caterers to choose from

 An outdoor area where you can set up a tent

  The possibility to visit the CEA Tech Technological Innovation Showroom  
(under certain conditions)

Amphithéâtre CocktailSalle de réunion Diner

400  pax

600 + 600  pax 
(2 meeting rooms)

5 meeting rooms

390 + 320  pax 
(en 2 salles)
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